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This is a very exciting time for Civil War historians. The sesquicentennial of the Battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg has just passed. A great deal of new and interesting work has been published about the Civil War because of these new events. Living history, new books such as those featured and reviewed here, and other, newer ways of presenting information have all come out very recently. One example of this is the Smithsonian's new look at Gettysburg using interactive GIS maps.
1 Taken altogether, our understanding of the Civil War has never been better. Now, as many of us turn our attention to the upcoming school year, we must find ways to integrate these new ideas into our traditional teaching about the war, and the Civil War Book Review is here to help. The books featured in this issue look at many new or forgotten parts of the war. Gretchen Long, who graciously granted the Review a wonderful interview last issue, is the author of the first featured book, Taken altogether, I hope, that these reviews, interviews, and columns will help readers to expand their understanding of the Civil War while providing them with new ideas that they can take to the classroom, battlefield parks, and speaking engagements and help us to inspire a new generation of Americans as to the importance of this period in our history. but will be released a few days early as that is right in the middle of the Southern Historical Associations annual meeting in St. Louis, which I will be attending. Please come up and say hello as you see me prowling around the book exhibit!
